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Senator Schumer Proposes New Federal Senior Alert Legislation at Monday Press Conference in Rochester 

Rochester, NY – United States Senator Charles E. Schumer will hold a press conference at Valley Manor on Monday, October 26 at 10:30 a.m. to announce his proposed legislation for a nationwide network to locate missing senior citizens who may have become confused and wandered.

Senator Schumer is sponsoring the National Silver Alert Act (S 557), modeled after the AMBER Alert, to provide federal coordination and assistance through the Department of Justice to local and state law enforcement agencies. The bill, which has already passed the House of Representatives, will authorize state grants to assist in efforts to identify and locate missing seniors throughout the country. Schumer says that development of a nationwide alert network is critical, as missing adults may cross state and county lines. 

Eleven states have enacted legislation to create statewide Silver Alert programs. Some of these programs capture vital personal, medical, and caregiver information, and print the information on ID cards. The information is also stored on a secure Internet server accessed by emergency responders. Once the National Silver Alert Act is passed, the states that have not yet set up a system will receive assistance from the federal government, and the states that already have systems in place will receive technical and financial assistance to expand their programs and coordinate with other states. This will ensure when a senior crosses state lines, the neighboring states will be able to quickly obtain and disseminate pertinent information to aid in a search.  

Seniorsfirst Communities and Services, a not-for-profit organization providing a full range of senior resources from at-home services to independent living to long-term care.

· Kirkhaven, a 147-bed skilled nursing facility with a transitional care unit and a special dementia care floor, is small enough to provide a personal touch in a loving, dignified, home-like atmosphere, yet large enough to offer innovative services and programs, and a superior level of health care.

· Valley Manor Apartments, an independent senior living community offering custom high-rise apartment homes and an assisted living facility on East Avenue, in the heart of Rochester’s Arts & Cultural District. 

· Seniorsfirst Services offers a wide variety of helpful services, including adult day programs, home maintenance, and health & fitness resources.
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