Santa & His Elves Host 3rd Graders
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Whether You’re Eight or Eighty, Everyone Enjoys Breakfast with the Big Guy in the Red Suit
Santa & His “Elves” Host 3rd Graders
Rochester NY--On Wednesday, December 8, at 10:30 a.m. Santa will stop by Valley Manor Apartments on East Avenue with presents for students from the Henry Lomb School # 20.

The “Big Guy” has had some help. Each year, Valley Manor staff and residents raise money for gifts and Brunch with Santa for approximately fifty third-graders.

“We look forward to this every year,” says Gail Reeves, manager of resident services at Valley Manor, “and it’s hard to tell who has a better time—the kids or the residents!”

What started as an annual holiday party has become a lasting relationship between Valley Manor residents and School #20.  For the past six years, a dedicated group of seniors has served at the school as volunteer tutors. Why these students? Their teacher, Ruth Johnstone, works part-time as a server in the Valley Manor food service department.


When Ms. Johnstone, a “master educator” who has taught throughout the world, came to Rochester from her native Jamaica, she took the position at Valley Manor while she was earning her New York State teaching certificate. After accepting a post in the Rochester City Schools, Johnstone continued to work weekends at Valley Manor. When residents learned that she was personally supplementing supplies for some of her students, they “adopted” her class.


“Ruth is a rare and wonderful person; our residents have become very close to her. Not only is she a terrific with her ‘kids’, but she’s great with our ‘seniors’”, says Reeves. “She also studied with Garth Fagan in Jamaica, and holds a black belt in Karate.”

“Our residents tutor at School #20 on Mondays throughout the school year, and the classes come to Valley Manor for both the Christmas program and an end-of-year party. It’s a great connection between the generations.”

Seniorsfirst Communities and Services, a not-for-profit organization providing a full range of senior resources from at-home services to independent living to long-term care.

· Kirkhaven, a 147-bed skilled nursing community, provides person-centered long-term, transitional, and special dementia care in a household-model environment.

· Valley Manor Apartments, an independent senior living community, offers custom high-rise apartment homes and an assisted living facility with exceptional onsite amenities in the heart of the Arts District. 

· Seniorsfirst Services offers a social adult day program, home maintenance and renovation services, and a senior-friendly health & fitness center with a therapeutic indoor pool.
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