Kirkhaven Pulls Out Last Nurses’ Station


[image: image1.jpg]\¢ Semorsﬁrst

Commun





Kirkhaven

254 Alexander Street

Rochester, New York 14607

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 14, 2011
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Jim Payne

Vice President, Marketing and Community Services 

Phone: 585-770-1955

jpayne@seniorsfirstonline.com
                                                          Cilla Drinkwater

                                                          
Director of Marketing & Public Relations

                                                          
Phone: 585-770-1954

                                                          
cdrinkwater@seniorsfirstonline.com
Relic of a Bygone Era: Kirkhaven Pulls Out Last Nurses’ Station

Rochester NY—Kirkhaven, the long term skilled nursing community at Park Avenue and Alexander Street, is tearing down and moving out its last nurses’ station on Monday, February 14 at 7:00 a.m. In its culture change evolution from a medical to a more social environment, Kirkhaven is replacing the last traditional nurses’ station in their community with a resident living room.

 “Over the past five years”, explains Executive Vice President and Administrator Amanda Brown., “we have systematically removed as many vestiges of the old clinical components of Kirkhaven’s environment as possible. This nurses’ station located in our Transitional Care Center is the last one standing, and we’re glad to see it go!”

While developing the plans to replace its current 1960s medical model facility from the ground up with a care community comprised of nine-person households, Kirkhaven has worked hard to make the existing building feel more like a real home for its residents. In addition to replacing the traditional nurses’ stations on each floor with resident living rooms, Kirkhaven has added separate dining rooms and kitchens, eliminated overhead paging, substituted large group entertainment with individualized small group activities and placed a greater focus on access to the outdoors, music, arts and community outreach.

For Kirkhaven staff, residents and families, tearing down the last nurses’ station is one more milestone in the quest to improve quality of care and empower elders to live a meaningful life at every stage.

Seniorsfirst Communities and Services, a not-for-profit organization providing a full range of senior resources from at-home services to independent living to long-term care.

· Kirkhaven, a 147-bed skilled nursing community, provides person-centered long-term, transitional, and special dementia care in a household-model environment.

· Valley Manor Apartments, an independent senior living community, offers custom high-rise apartment homes and an assisted living facility with exceptional onsite amenities in the heart of the Arts District. 

· Seniorsfirst Services offers a social adult day program, home maintenance and renovation services, and a senior-friendly health & fitness center with a therapeutic indoor pool.
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