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Joey’s Project Inspires New Holiday Tradition at Nursing Home

Rochester, NY – Joey Alley, a second grader at Allens Creek School in Pittsford, was the inspiration for a new holiday tradition at Kirkhaven, the Rochester nursing home where his grandmother works.
As Bernadette Alley, Kirkhaven’s Food Supervisor, relates “Last December, my grandson Joey and I were waiting in Walgreen's to pick up our Christmas card photos. We were chatting about our day, and I told him we had written names on Christmas stockings at work. ‘For the residents?’ he asked. It stopped me dead in my tracks. ‘No’, I said quietly, ‘for my co-workers in the kitchen.’  But, I immediately realized what I needed to do - a six-year-old little boy made everything fall into place. From that day forward, we started making holiday stockings to put on the door of each resident’s room at Kirkhaven.”

Now known as “the Joey Project”, the employees and residents of Kirkhaven have created Christmas stockings to hang on every door. Each one will be stuffed with gifts and goodies, purchased through fundraisers held by each resident neighborhood within the Kirkhaven community. 

“Everyone really got into the spirit of the season”, says Amanda Brown, Administrator, “by holding raffle baskets, bake sales and more. It’s all been great fun, with staff and residents playing secret Santas for each other’s neighborhood.”

On Wednesday, November 24, at I p.m. Joey is kicking off his Thanksgiving school break by helping to hang the stockings throughout the building!

Seniorsfirst Communities and Services, a not-for-profit organization providing a full range of senior resources from at-home services to independent living to long-term care.

· Kirkhaven, a 147-bed skilled nursing community, provides person-centered long-term, transitional, and special dementia care in a household-model environment.

· Valley Manor Apartments, an independent senior living community, offers custom high-rise apartment homes and an assistive living facility with exceptional onsite amenities in the heart of the Arts District. 

· Seniorsfirst Services offers a social adult day program, home maintenance and renovation services, and a senior-friendly health & fitness center with a therapeutic indoor pool.
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